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The days are getting shorter and shorter. The leaves are 

abandoning the trees, winter is on the horizon. Our Church year, is 

coming to an end. And always at the end of the Church year, the 

readings are chosen to remind us that just as the year ends, so will 

the world. I am always tempted to skip these readings and move on 

to preparation for Christmas, but curiosity about the future and what 

will happen in those days always draws me back. It is kind of like 

watching an accident – you don’t want to see it, but you can’t look 

away. 

I guess it is part of being human to wonder about our end. And 

in our time – more than any other time, we have become obsessed 

with it. We may not talk about it at cocktail parties or family 

gatherings, but don’t we put our fears up on the big screen with 

special effects and music?  Think of the big budget movies in the last 

few years that dealt with nothing but the end of the world -

-  Armageddon, The Day After Tomorrow, I Am Legend.  After Earth, 

Oblivion,  - and one that really freaks me out  ---- World War Z. 

So deep down we know some day the end will come. Just as 

the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D., one day our 

temples, both secular and sacred, will be thrown down. 

Progressive Field will become like the ruins of the Roman 

Coliseum. 

Cedar Point will stand deserted and rusty. 

Cathedrals and casinos will be piles of rubble. 

Even this church building that we love will one day be dust. 



These things will happen at some unknown point in the future, 

but we can see the glimpses of what is coming even today.  

We have only to look at the images coming in from Uraine to 

see what it will be like. The refugees who once lived in Lviv know well 

what the Lord meant when he said “All that you see here— the days 

will come when there will not be left a stone upon another stone that 

will not be thrown down.” After wind and flooding in Nigeria and 

Florida leveled their homes and killed their neighbors those who 

survived knew well about “awesome sights and mighty signs.” The 

pictures and videos of destruction remind us of how fragile our life 

can be, and of how week we really are. 

But then what about our faith? What does it offer us? If our faith 

in Jesus doesn’t speak to us in tragedy, it nothing but a fairy tale or 

fable. In these cold, darkening autumn days, in the face of our own 

mortality and the mortality of the world, our faith needs to be real and 

have answers to these questions …. What are we supposed to do? 

How do we live? How do we get ready? 

These are the same questions the apostles asked Jesus in 

today’s gospel, and he tells them and us three things not to do and 

one thing we should do. 

Number one: “Do not be deceived.”   

Number two: “Do not be terrified”.  

Number three – and this is the strange one: “Do not prepare 

yourself beforehand.” 

Don’t be deceived into thinking you can stay on this earth forever. 

That’s not going to happen. 



Do not be terrified when these things happen.  All these horrible 

signs are announcing that your vindication is at hand – glory is on the 

horizon. 

Then the strange one which is the prescription for what we 

should do. 

Jesus Do not prepare yourself beforehand – a more literal 

translation is do not practice gestures or rehearse a dance. The thing 

we should do is live now as authentic followers of Jesus – don’t get 

ready to put on a show when the temple starts to crumble. That is 

way too late. The time to be merciful as the father is merciful is while 

the temple stands firm and strong. The time to minister to the Lord in 

the least of his sisters and brothers is before earthquakes and wars 

and rumors of wars and plagues and insurrections.  

The bottom line is this – let’s live every day as if this is the day 

of the Lord .If we can try our best to do that, all these scary things – 

all the things that Hollywood movies try to capture – they are nothing 

more than signs that the Sun of Justice with it s healing rays is about 

to rise and shine on us. 

 

 


